Robert Lee Holcombe Jr.
October 21, 1931 - June 19, 2021

Robert Lee “Bobby” Holcombe, Jr
A very special and beloved man was taken to his eternal home on Saturday, June 19,
2021. Robert L. Holcombe, Jr. died at Atrium Hospital in Charlotte, NC with his son, Lee,
at his side. He will be missed not only by his family, but also by the numerous lifelong
friends he has made and cherished. A Graveside Service will be held 11:00 AM Friday
June 25, 2021, at Armenia United Methodist Church Cemetery with Reverend Mike
Burgess officiating.
Born in Chester, South Carolina on October 21, 1931, Bobby was the son of the late
Lucile Conrad King and Robert L. Holcombe, Sr. He was an active member of Bethel
United Methodist Church in Chester until recently, and a former Sunday School teacher.
He served on the Chester County Hospital Board as chairman, as well as working with the
Chester County School system, Chester County Chamber of Commerce, United Way of
Chester County, The American Red Cross, The Turning Point and numerous other
organizations. He received the first Community Service Award presented by the Chester
County Chamber of Commerce & Duke Energy. He was a former member of the SC
National Guard and has friends in Anniston, Alabama made through annual training there
each year.
Bobby first joined Springs Industries in 1948 at the age of 16, while also playing baseball
for Chester High School. After graduation, he continued working for Springs and later took
a clerical job at the newly created Springmaid Credit Union (now Founders Federal Credit
Union) in Chester, becoming manager of that office at age 21.
In 1960, he became the first Personnel Manager overseeing the Springsteen, Eureka and
Gayle plants in Chester, eventually becoming Manager of Central Personnel at the Fort
Mill headquarters in 1966. Over the next two decades, he was named Director of
Personnel for the Apparel Fabrics Division then company-wide Director of Employee
Relations including the New York office.
After retiring as Vice President of Employee Relations for Springs Industries in 1990, he
served as their Personnel Consultant in Sardis, Mississippi. He was also a charter
member of the Springs Close Foundation Board. In August of 2018 he retired from the
Foundation and was presented with The Springs Close Foundation Legacy Award for 71

years of service.
Mr. Holcombe was preceded in death by three sons; an infant son, Frank Bradley
Holcombe and Thomas Lane Holcombe, his sister Betty H. Fennell and his nephew, John
Eric Fennell.
Bobby is survived by his wife, Barbara Yarborough Holcombe, his son, R. Lee Holcombe
III & his wife Paula (Flinchum), his granddaughter, Allison H. Little (A.J.); grandson, Robert
A. Holcombe; nephew, Barry C. Fennell; sister-in-law, Brenda Y. Green; niece, Kay G. Lee
(Michael) and family; niece, Lisa B. Green and nephew Miller Green (Alisha) and sons;
special friends Kristin Lawson Fairfax and Brooke Wilson Clinton.
He was a humble, selfless, thoughtful, friendly man who helped and supported others ─
not for recognition or glory, but because it was who he was. He always did what he
believed to be the right thing. However, his friends knew he had a wonderful sense of
humor and loved to play pranks on people and send outrageous cards and notes. One of
his favorite pastimes was reading through his collection of old Springs Bulletins and
sending copies of articles to people in the articles.
Memorials may be made to Bethel United Methodist Church PO Box 751 Chester, South
Carolina 29706.
Online condolences may be made to the family at http://www.barronfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

Micki Whitler lit a candle in memory of Robert Lee Holcombe Jr.

Micki Whitler - July 21 at 03:00 PM

“

We were so sorry to hear about Bobby. He was always so kind and personable. When we
lived near you on Center Road I will always remember him as being such a good man and
a good neighbor. Our sincere sympathy to you, Barbara, and to Lee. May God wrap you
and all the family with His love and mercy as you go through this time of sadness. I know
he has earned his angel wings and will be waiting to see you again someday. You are in
our thoughts and prayers.
Micki Whitler - July 21 at 03:08 PM

“

Those of us who worked with him at Springs often found our day brighter and more
rewarding because we had shared it with Bobby. No one had a better feel for people.
No one had a more genuine interest in others. Even now, two decades past our
working time together, I find myself looking at something or someone and
remembering what Bobby might have said about it
Spratt White

Spratt White - June 27 at 08:50 PM

“

I am so sorry for you loss. Bobby was a great person, I enjoyed my many
conversations over the years as he would say "picking your brain". He was a great
historian for both Chester and Springs. He always had time to help and assist. He will
be sorely missed by all that new and respected him. God Bless you all.

Roxanne Furr - June 25 at 12:40 PM

“

Sherry Wells lit a candle in memory of Robert Lee Holcombe Jr.

Sherry Wells - June 24 at 12:30 PM

“

Bobby was always such a loving and caring person. He was truly a good friend to
everyone he met. Our condolences to Barbara, Lee and family.
He will truly be missed!
Bob and Pat Shannon

Bob and Pat Shannon - June 24 at 12:05 AM

“

Mike/Janet Gentry lit a candle in memory of Robert Lee Holcombe Jr.

Mike/Janet Gentry - June 23 at 08:51 PM

“

How could anyone not like Bobby Holcombe. What a fine gentleman and what a great
ambassador he was for Springs Industries and the Springs family business throughout his
life. He will be missed by all who were fortunate enough to cross paths with him.
Mike Gentry
Mike/Janet Gentry - June 23 at 08:55 PM

“

Bobby was a friend to all . He was one of those who never forgot you. I worked for
Springs u p till 1973 and anywhere I ever saw him he always called me by name. A
good man and he will be missed by many.

Irma H Chitwood - June 23 at 08:11 PM

“

We are so sorry for your family's sad loss. Please accept our condolences. Sincerely,
Sherry Brady Wells & John Wells
Sherry - June 24 at 12:24 PM

“

There are not enough kind words in the English vocabulary to describe how
wonderful a man Bobby Holcombe was. A friend to all and a mentor to many, he was
one of the finest gentlemen I have ever known. He was indeed "Mr. Chester" and
knew everyone there by their first name and he was also "Mr. Springs Cotton Mills"
because he knew and helped just about everyone who ever worked for that
organization. And the entire Springs/Close family, and me in particular, were the very
fortunate beneficiaries of his almost 75 years of dedicated service, guidance and
wisdom to so many facets of our lives. Barbara, Lee and the whole family, you will be
in our thoughts and prayers during this tough time but I want to thank you for sharing
Bobby with us for so many years. A great, great man and a good friend, he will be
missed by all. Sincerely,
Ell Close

Elliott Springs Close - June 23 at 03:51 PM

“

Deepest sympathy for family. Bobby was indeed a great man who loved helping
others and his community always with caring and a smile for all

dot welchel - June 23 at 11:26 AM

“

What a wonderful gentleman. He will certainly be missed. Condolences to Barbara
and Lee.

Chuck - June 23 at 09:33 AM

“

Bobby was one of the kindest, gentlest and most thoughtful people I have ever
known. His life was a true testament to what was in his heart. He had a true love for
people and always made time for those around him. Anyone who had the pleasure of
knowing him is better off for having met him. Prayers to the family and friends he
leaves behind. His sweet soul will truly be missed by many.
Christina Wease

Christina Wease - June 22 at 05:24 PM

“

Sending ours prayers, and sympathy, to Mrs. Barbara and family. We are sorry to
hear about Bobby's passing. We loved Bobby like family.
"REST IN HEAVNLY PEACE SWEET BOBBY"

THE ENTIRE DAWKINS FAMILY

Marion & Linda Dawkins - June 22 at 04:52 PM

“

Patty Dove lit a candle in memory of Robert Lee Holcombe Jr.

Patty Dove - June 22 at 04:28 PM

“

Bobby Holcombe was a true gentleman who genuinely cared for others. We jokingly
named him “Dr.People” and in recent years he signed off letters that way But it was
no joke; in work and in life, he really was Dr.People and it showed. I will truly miss his
gentle humor and kindness.
Bob Thompson

Bob Thompson - June 22 at 11:27 AM

“

Bobby was the finest person I ever knew. He was a lifelong friend and wonderful coworker. I will carry many ,many great memories forever. Bob Moser

Bob Moser - June 22 at 11:09 AM

“

Debra McCloud lit a candle in memory of Robert Lee Holcombe Jr.

Debra McCloud - June 22 at 10:55 AM

“

My heart goes out to you and your family. The joy that Bobby brought to many lives will not
be forgotten. Bobby was a good friend to our dad. Even after our dad retired from Springs,
Bobby would all ways check on him. He touched many lives and he will be truly missed.
The loss of a loved one is never easy, but know that you and your family are in our
thoughts and prayers.
Debra McCloud - June 22 at 11:08 AM

“

Shirley P Vinson lit a candle in memory of Robert Lee Holcombe Jr.

Shirley P Vinson - June 22 at 10:16 AM

“

Bobby, was such a kind and wonderful man; a friend to all who knew him. Bobby, you will
be missed by all. Barbara, so much love, thoughts and prayers to you and the family.
Shirley P Vinson - June 22 at 10:18 AM

“

Vickie Fairfax lit a candle in memory of Robert Lee Holcombe Jr.

Vickie Fairfax - June 22 at 07:59 AM

“

I'll be forever grateful to Bobby for getting my daughter a scholarship for college. He
will be sorely missed

Barbara Mckay - June 22 at 07:55 AM

“

Barbara McCants lit a candle in memory of Robert Lee Holcombe Jr.

Barbara McCants - June 22 at 02:35 AM

“

Jessie and Mary Anna Lee lit a candle in memory of Bobby a GREAT man.

JESSIE LEE - June 21 at 10:01 PM

“

I cannot begin to tell you how much Bobby did for the Chester County School District.
He made it possible through grant funding for students to have access to many
opportunities they wouldn’t have normally been afforded. He was always a huge
supporter of our school district and education. He was such a kind man and will be
greatly missed! Condolences to his family.

Dena Dunlap - June 21 at 08:23 PM

“

Best Boss ever — and I had a lot of them — across 4 industries and 10 different
companies. But more than a boss he was a great human being. He was selfless and
a friend to all.
When my brother told me I said, “ I feel better about Sara being in heaven with
Bobby there. “ Sara died 4 months ago, She and my whole family loved Bobby.
There is never a good time to lose a spouse or a father but we know we will see
them again. Barbara and Lee I love you and am praying for you and I am thanking
God for allowing me to work for and be friends with Bobby.
All three of my mentors are now in heaven: Steve Epps, Mrs. Ethel Sanders and
Bobby. I look forward to joining them, our Lord Jesus and my precious Sara soon.
May God comfort you — Jim.

Jim Fleming - June 21 at 08:04 PM

“

I’m going to miss you Mr. Wide Open you were very dear to me and I’m really gone
miss seeing you at Harborchase...Mrs. Barbara and family you all have my deepest
condolences

Reca Boulware - June 21 at 07:54 PM

“

John And Debora Dreher lit a candle in memory of Robert Lee Holcombe Jr.

John and Debora Dreher - June 21 at 06:45 PM

“

I knew Bobby my whole life he was a special person always had a positive attitude.Our
thoughts and prayers are with the family.
John and Debora Dreher - June 21 at 06:47 PM

“

Bobby babysat for me when I was three years old.There was never a finer man on this
earth - Those in heaven will have a hard time competing with him. Love and Prayers
Clair Keenan Payne
Clair Keenan Payne - June 22 at 03:00 PM

“

So sorry to hear the sad news about Bobby. He was such a caring person who
always had a smile on his face, and a kind word to all. He will surely be missed by
everyone who knew him. Our thoughts and prayers to the family.

Jerry and Elaine Burton - June 21 at 06:40 PM

“

What a joy it was opening Gene's Restaurant in the early hours of the morning with
Bobby and the crew and all their shenanigans. He was so funny with all his different
telephones and monkey pictures. Always kept us laughing. Always humble and
supportive of those around him. We are surely going to miss him. Our prayers and
thoughts are with Mrs Holcombe and the family. Sincerely, Johnny and Sandra

Sandra Martin - June 21 at 05:33 PM

“

Mildred Kilpatrick lit a candle in memory of Robert Lee Holcombe Jr.

Mildred Kilpatrick - June 21 at 05:21 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear this news. I worked at the Chester County Chamber before he
retired from Springs (We shared an office building). Talk about a great man! He will
be missed! Praying for family and friends!

Christi Hogue Turner - June 21 at 04:56 PM

“

We were so sorry to hear about Bobby. He was such a wonderful and kind man.
Prayers for his family!
Ann and Billy Sanders

Ann and Billy Sanders - June 21 at 04:48 PM

“

So sorry to hear about bobby such a wonderful man prayers for the family

John and Robbie love - June 21 at 04:45 PM

“

Mitzi WeirCanupp lit a candle in memory of Robert Lee Holcombe Jr.

Mitzi WeirCanupp - June 21 at 03:46 PM

