Robert Patrick Stutts Jr.
October 11, 1950 - June 20, 2019

Robert Patrick Stutts, Jr. (Bob and Uncle Bobby), 68, of Columbia, SC, left his family and
friends on Thursday, June 20, 2019. Bob was born in Charleston, SC, on October 11,
1950. He was the son of the late Robert Patrick Stutts, Sr. and Mozella McClure Stutts. He
was preceded in death by his nephew Andrew M. Dodson. He is survived by his sister,
Robin Stutts Dodson and her husband, Barry, his nephews, Kent Dodson, Robert Dodson
and his wife Katherine, his niece Lydia Dodson, two great nieces, Natalie and Isabel
Dodson, and cousins on both sides of his family. Bob graduated from Great Falls High
School in 1968. He received his BS from Presbyterian College in Mathematics in 1972.
Immediately following his degree, he spent two years serving our country in the US Army
in Korea, as he fulfilled his ROTC commitment. After the Army, he served in the Army
National Guard for several years as he began his formal teaching career. He received his
Masters of Art in Teaching from the University of South Carolina in 1977. In SC, Bob
began teaching Mathematics at Blackville High School. When he moved to Columbia, he
taught several years at Columbia College. At Richland Northeast High School, he taught
AP Calculus, AP Statistics, Geometry, and many other Math courses. He completed his
career teaching Engineering Mathematics at Westwood High School. Bob retired in 2016.
After his retirement, he volunteered at the Richland Library Friends and Foundation,
where he was a beloved member of the Thursday Book Barn Group. He served over 700
volunteer hours and greatly enjoyed his work as a Library Ambassador. Bob was a jovial,
kind, caring, and genuine friend to all he met, and he will be greatly missed by all his
family and friends. A visitation in his honor will be held on Wednesday, June 26, 2019,
from 6-8 PM at 1667 Shady Lane, Columbia, SC, 29206. His funeral service will be held
on Friday, June 28, at 1 PM at Union Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church at 3594
Lancaster Hwy, Richburg, SC 29729 with visitation immediately following the service.
Memorials may be sent to The Richland Library Friends and Foundation (1431 Assembly
St., Columbia, SC 29201) or the American Heart Association. You may visit his online
obituary for more information at Barron Funeral Home.(
https://www.barronfuneralhome.com/)
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Comments

“

Bob Stutts came to the McClure reunion in Blairsville GA, which is the only time I met
him and he introduced himself as Mozella's son. Mozella is (or was) my half sister.
Bob and I kept in touch by email for a long time. I was very saddened to learn of his
passing. I send condolences to the family. I am Raymond Buford (Bill) McClure. Bob
said I was his one and only Uncle. I may be contacted by email at
rbmcclure@cox.net.

Raymond Buford (Bill) McClure - June 27, 2019 at 04:45 PM

“

thank you , Raymond. Brother Bob was a special person and I am glad you got to meet
him. Please keep in touch.
Robin Dodson - June 27, 2019 at 06:11 PM

“

Mr Stutts was a great neighbor. We will miss his friendliness and kind words.

Courtney - June 26, 2019 at 11:56 PM

“

Rest in Peace my friend. It was an honor and a privilege to know you. Thursdays will
not be the same.
Jim Rhodes

jim rhodes - June 26, 2019 at 03:49 PM

“

I lived next door to Bob in the dorm at PC. He was a unique character with a great
sense of humor, a great guy/human being, and it was a pleasure to spend time with
him. It is not surprising that he has meant so much to so many.

Preston Elrod - June 25, 2019 at 11:37 AM

“

We used to have a teachers’ dining room so Bob and I ate lunch together for many
years. He was a wonderful man and I will miss him!

Joyce Abel - June 25, 2019 at 09:35 AM

“

Bob was an outstanding intelligent gent. Scott Trotter’s comments concerning college
days characterize his gentle and amicable nature.
Betts Ellis

Betts Ellis - June 25, 2019 at 05:45 AM

“

Mr. Stutts was a fantastic teacher and human. His goofy sensibility and humor was
one of the only reasons I wasn’t terrified to learn geometry. He will truly be missed.

BAS - June 24, 2019 at 11:22 PM

“

Mr. Stutts, as I knew him was such a great teacher and a better person with a
fabulous sense of humor. While our paths haven’t crossed since graduation from
Columbia College, he is one of those unforgettable souls and the world was better
with him in it. I also never knew we graduated from the same high school. It is indeed
a small world. Prays for peace for his family.
Barbara Lee Brumbaugh
Columbia College 1985
Great Falls High 1981

Barbara Lee Brumbaugh - June 24, 2019 at 08:22 PM

“

I wish you an "earthly goodbye" my friend but a "heavenly see you later"...
Lana Hefner

Lana Hefner - June 24, 2019 at 07:47 PM

“

Bob and I served together as Company Commanders in the Army Reserve. He was
conscientious about his duties but, always ready with a wisecrack and laugh. He was
a Southern gentleman and a friend. He will be missed.

Dana Greenleaf - June 24, 2019 at 03:45 PM

“

Karen and I are so sad to learn of Bob’s passing. “Jovial, kind and caring” capture
him perfectly with no exaggeration.
We met in grad school at USC and I had the privilege of working with him at CC and
USC over the years. My daughter still treasures the card he sent us on her birth... a
card unique to Bob.
As the tributes document, Bob may well have been the world’s best math teacher. I
placed every student teacher I could with him, and his legacy will continue through
the many students he touched.
My world is a bit less bright knowing that a future get together for a drink and laughs
is just not possible, but we are so grateful for the ones we had. Bob will always be
remembered by Karen and me with fondness and love.

Ed and Karen Dickey - June 24, 2019 at 01:17 PM

“

Bobby was my lifetime buddy/brother. Even though we were separated by many
miles, one short phone call would mean picking up right where we left off. So happy
that we even managed to see each other three times during the past twenty years. I
will miss his witty rhetoric and wonderful laugh, but he will be forever in my heart.

Teri Leep - June 24, 2019 at 11:22 AM

“

At Presbyterian College in 1971-72, in Smythe Dormitory, Bob shared a suite with
Don Lay and me. We were accidental roommates with different personalities and
goals. Bob was a career ROTC student, while Don and I were very much against the
war in Vietnam. Bob had a short military hair cut, while Don and I reveled in long hair.
But after a period of adjustment for all concerned, we got along famously. I will never
forget waking early one morning in my room to Bob standing on the edge of the
water bed and pretending to conduct a symphony, using my ample stereo at high
volume with an LP of a Tchaikovsky symphony. He did a great job, but we never
persuaded him to conduct again. That episode won us over, and we were happy to
have been roommates that year. He was a good person.

Scott Trotter - June 24, 2019 at 10:05 AM

“

Right on Scotty. Bob had a really gift for humor and kept us on our toes all the time. I will
remember him with great appreciation....Don Lay ... Bob’s lucky to know him college room
mate.
Don Lay - June 28, 2019 at 05:01 PM

“

I got to know Bob when he was a graduate student at the University of South
Carolina, and I was Chair of the Department of Mathematics. I learned very quickly
that he was one of the most outstanding teachers in the department. Every few years
since then it has been a real pleasure when our paths have crossed, at a
mathematics contest for high school students or several times when my wife and I
were shopping at a nearby Publix grocery store on a Sunday afternoon. He always
came across as an enthusiastic, energetic, friendly and mentally quick person who
was also very humble and conscientious, especially in his interaction with students.
Bob Stephenson

Bob Stephenson - June 24, 2019 at 09:57 AM

“

There aren't enough words in the dictionary to describe how special Bob was....kind,
caring, warmhearted, good-natured, friendly, affectionate, amiable, convivial, open,
and on and on. It was a privilege to know him. I'm teary-eyed as I write this thinking
of how I'll miss him and his hugs. Our Thursday Richland Library volunteer group will
not be the same without him.

Cindy Wagner - June 24, 2019 at 08:49 AM

“

Cindy lit a candle in memory of Robert Patrick Stutts Jr.

Cindy - June 24, 2019 at 08:26 AM

“

What a delightful man! Bob always had a smile on his face and a witticism to share,
but underneath all of the frivolity lay a person of great kindness and character. I will
miss him.

Carol Gist - June 23, 2019 at 10:35 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Debbie Brady - June 23, 2019 at 08:57 PM

“

A bright and remarkable light has left this world. From our days of teaching together at
Columbia College many years ago to our fairly regular dinners in recent years, Bob never
failed to bring me joy. My heart aches with the loss of him.
Debbie - June 24, 2019 at 09:47 AM

“

Mr. Stutts is one of the best teachers I ever had! During the years I studied under him
at Columbia College, he was nothing short of amazing! He had a very special way of
connecting with students in and out of the classroom. He had a unique talent for
explaining concepts but if we didn't get it, he would always find a way to make sure
we did. I can remember sitting on the couch outside his office with other students
while he led us down the path of understanding concepts, helping us to discover the
answer but never ever telling us what it was. I wish every teacher could be like Mr.
Stutts. I wish I could be a teacher like him. He will forever have a special place in my
heart and in the hearts of many many students.

Tracey Jackson - June 23, 2019 at 08:36 PM

“

Mr. Stutts was my teacher for 2 years at RNE and he was friends with my parents.
He was one of the best teachers I had and was always fun to be around. There's not
many teachers you'd be excited about seeing outside of school, but Mr. Stutts was
one of them. He was a legend among our friends, and we didn't deserve him. He
touched many lives and his memory will live on.

Kyle Harper - June 23, 2019 at 08:24 PM

“

Bobby Stutts was a Springs Camp counselor when I was a camper there, and I
remember how kind he was and really helped to make camp so much fun. His mom
was my librarian at Chester Jr. Hi. It is good to know he lived such a rich and full life!
Martha Gregory Hill

Martha Hill - June 23, 2019 at 08:07 PM

“

Bob was such a sweet man always with a great smile on his face. I will truly miss him
and our hugs at the auction house.

Margaret Causey - June 22, 2019 at 12:22 AM

“

One of the best friends I've ever had. Mearly 25yrs of friendship. One of the nicest
most selfless people i ever met. I am gonna truly miss ,like i am sure so many others
will.
Definitely broke my heart to hear

Dean Long - June 21, 2019 at 04:49 PM

“

Bob and I volunteered with Friends of the Richland County Library on Thursday
mornings at the "Book Barn". He was such a loving, sweet, smart man. Everyone
there thought highly of him and he will be sorely missed. I am so sorry he's gone, I'm
keeping his family and friends in my thoughts and in my heart.

Rachel Snowden - June 21, 2019 at 12:44 PM

“

I met Bob when he travelled to Australia with RNE. He was such a kind and lovely man,
with a quick wit and great sense of humour. An instant 'mate'. I was so deeply saddened to
hear of his passing. My thoughts and prayers to his family and friends. Fiona James
Fi - June 23, 2019 at 05:12 PM

“

He was an inspirational teacher who made lasting relationships with every student
lucky enough to be in his class. He taught me and my two siblings and kept in touch
with my brother and I beyond our years in his class. He was my birthday buddy who
brought excitement and joy to each new day of learning. As a teacher now, I can only
hope to impact my own students as much as he did!

Laura Dean - June 21, 2019 at 12:32 PM

“

Bob was an amazing friend and mentor. From Friday dances and football games to
auction houses and National Boards I will cherish my many fond memories of him.
Thank you Bob.

Daniel Cammisa - June 21, 2019 at 12:30 PM

“

He was a great friend, math teacher and a very entertaining person. I never knew
anyone who didn’t love and respect him.

Barbara Gedmintas - June 21, 2019 at 12:05 PM

