Sally Banks Meador
October 8, 1935 - January 16, 2019

Sally Banks Meador, age 83, passed away on Wednesday, January 16th, 2019 in Home
Hospice care. She was the widow of the late Guy “Buddy” Atkinson Meador, Jr. and the
daughter of the late Martin Luther Banks, Jr. and Sara Elizabeth Gaston Banks. She was
the granddaughter of a Methodist minister, the late Reverend Martin Luther Banks of St.
Matthews, SC and of the late Judge Arthur Lee Gaston, of Chester, South Carolina.
A funeral service will be held at First Baptist Church of Chester, South Carolina on
Saturday, January 19 at 1:30 P.M. The Reverend Clay Waldrip will officiate and glorious
music will be played. The Family will receive friends at Barron Funeral Home in Chester
on Saturday, January 19th from 9:30 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.
Mrs. Meador was a graduate of Chester High School and she also graduated at the top of
her class at Coker College where she completed a double major in English and Music.
Following her graduation from Coker in 1956 she married her high school sweetheart,
“Buddy” Meador. During the early years of their marriage, the couple lived in Great Falls,
SC; Conway, SC; Elkin, NC; and Anderson, SC before returning in 1970 to live in their
hometown of Chester, SC. The Meadors were active members of a Baptist church in each
community where they lived. Sally was always a member of the church choir and she was
a frequent soloist at church and in community chorus performances of the Messiah. As a
long-time member of First Baptist Church of Chester, Mrs. Meador taught Sunday school,
volunteered for Kid’s Club and a Wednesday night cook team, served as a Director of
WMU, and was a faithful member of the Chancel Choir.
Mrs. Meador was an English teacher and an assistant principal at Chester Senior High
School, and later she was the Director of Adult Education for Chester County. After
retirement from the public schools, she served as the Director of the “Success by Six”
program for Chester County. Prior to her teaching career, she was the Editor of the Great
Falls Reporter. While in Conway, SC, she taught English in public schools and taught
private voice lessons. She was a reporter and photographer for the local paper in Elkin,
NC where she also learned darkroom film developing skills. When the Meadors moved to

Anderson, she taught a Journalism class at Anderson College and was editor of the
college’s Alumni Newsletter. She also served as interim choir director at Boulevard Baptist
Church in Anderson. Before moving from Anderson County, she returned to teaching in
the public schools at Crescent High School where she taught English and Chorus. The
Meadors were involved in the initial organization of the Chester Little Theatre where Sally
later played a role in the production of “The Crucible”. She directed a Chester Little
Theatre children’s summer production of “Snow White”. She also directed the Chester
High School play, “The Mouse that Roared”, presented in the old Brockman Auditorium on
Columbia Street. She would most like to be remembered by her students for being a
dedicated English and Creative Writing teacher who prepared them well for college, and
for life.
Mrs. Meador is survived by a daughter, Sara Lee Meador Drawdy (Wes), of Greenville,
SC; a son, Guy A. Meador III (Maureen), of Dacula, GA; a son, H. Banks Meador (Kara),
of Leesville, SC; a brother, Martin Luther Banks, III (Nancy), of Burke, VA; and a brotherin-law, William “Bill” Henry Skeels, III, of Burlington, NC; eight grandchildren, Sally, Ellen
(Nigel Songalia), Cora, Janet, Fiona, Dalton, Evan and Cooper; and two great
grandchildren. She is also survived by a number of nieces and nephews, her students, the
members of the TEL and the Gleaners ladies Sunday School classes, and her fellow
church choir members and church musicians, all of whom she loved.
Memorials may be made to First Baptist Church of Chester, P.O. Box 518, Chester, SC
29706 or to North Metro First Baptist Church, 1026 Old Peachtree Rd., Lawrenceville, GA
30043. Barron Funeral Home, 133 Wylie Street, Chester, SC is in charge of
arrangements. Online condolences may be made to the family at
www.barronfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

Sally Meador . was a truly great lady. Without fanfare of flourish she reached out to
help those in need. She possessed a great intellect, sense of humor, tender heart
and a love of beauty... Heaven is brighter....our world....a little grayer....God Bless

MARY BLAND - March 15 at 03:51 PM

“

Great memories with Sally - she held a special place with me - well never forget the
encourgment she gave.

J.Scott Patrick - January 24 at 10:33 AM

“

So sorry I didn’t know Sally longer but knowing her for the past few years has been a
blessing. Loved our time spent talking sharing our thoughts with each other, reading
scripture and talking about heaven. Today I am saddened for us left here but so, so
happy for Sally. She is exactly where she longed to be. I will miss her greatly! Will be
praying for you all. Our loss, heavens gain!!

Linda Strickland - January 19 at 09:26 AM

“

Beverly Mitchell lit a candle in memory of Sally Banks Meador

Beverly Mitchell - January 18 at 10:34 PM

“

“

Mrs. Meador was a wonderful English Lit teacher. She prepared us well for college.
Beverly Mitchell - January 18 at 10:35 PM

Sincere condolences and prayers to Banks and his family for their loss.
Travis Jenkins

Travis Jenkins - January 18 at 10:18 PM

“

I am saddened to hear of Sally's passing. My sincere sympathy to the family.
Sally is one of many teachers who inspired me to "rise-above" and be the best! She,
along with a hand-full of other teachers, are part of the reason that I hold 7 different
college degrees today.
Rest in peace Mrs. Meador!

Dr. Michael-Wayne Varnadore
Dr. Michael-Wayne Varnadore - January 18 at 10:12 AM

“

Guy, Banks & Sara, and Family — My condolences to you all. Grateful for the life of
Miss Sally, and for her legacy in & through each one of you.

Trey Gregory - January 17 at 09:11 PM

“

Sara Lee,
My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family. May God give you comfort
and peace during this difficult time.
Love,
Lisa Garris

Lisa Garris - January 17 at 04:19 PM

“

Sara Lee,
I am so very sorry to hear about the loss of your mother. I hope that you can find
some comfort and peace in wonderful memories of her. You are in my thoughts and
prayers.
Love,
Kellie O'Donald

Kellie O'Donald - January 17 at 03:45 PM

“

Sara Lee and family, I am so sorry to hear of your mother's passing. My thoughts and
prayers are with you. Much love, Sylvia Harrison

sylvia - January 17 at 02:41 PM

“

Sara Lee and family, so sorry to hear this. Mrs. Meador was one of my favorite, if not
my favorite, teachers of all time and I use what she taught me every day. I wish I
could have told her that before she passed. I didn't know she was sick. Hope you are
doing well. My thoughts and prayers are with you all.

Don Mobley - January 17 at 02:11 PM

“

Sara Lee,
My condolences to you and your family. Take comfort in knowing that your mother's
spirit will be with you everyday going forward.
-Derek Polsinello

Derek Polsinello - January 17 at 01:45 PM

“

My condolences to the whole family during the time.
Howard Steinberg

Howard Steinberg - January 17 at 01:33 PM

“

Sara Lee you and your family are in my thoughts and prayers. May God's comfort be
ever present. Love, Joelle

Joelle Lanfear - January 17 at 01:30 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this tough time. We hope that fond
memories of your mother serve as a blessing!

Keith Rothschild - January 17 at 09:58 AM

“

McManus Family lit a candle in memory of Sally Banks Meador

McManus Family - January 17 at 07:31 AM

“

Sara Lee, so sorry to hear about your Mom’s passing. I have a lot of good memories
from being a student of hers and a friend of yours. Prayers for peace and comfort.

Sheila Stewart - January 16 at 10:46 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear of the loss of your Mother. She was a very dear person. We
have a lot of memories of her teaching and spending time together at Banks and
Lee's baseball games. We will keep your family in our thoughts and prayers.

Jerry and Elaine Burton - January 16 at 07:09 PM

“

Mrs. Meador was my favorite teacher. She taught me so much! Praying for your
family.

Kathy Wright - January 16 at 05:58 PM

“

Kay Loving lit a candle in memory of Sally Banks Meador

Kay Loving - January 16 at 05:47 PM

“
“

Thoughts and prayers are with the family
Kay Loving - January 16 at 05:48 PM

What a beautiful “home going” with family singing praises. Margaret,Sally and I were very
close in age and enjoyed getting together at Mama and Pa’s the day after Christmas every
year. Margaret (Daugherty, Martin) was a beautiful Christian and has been enjoying heaven
for several years. I got reacquainted with Sally on the internet several years ago and
discovered we had much in common.
I am Betsy (Threatt, Wilson), will be 84 next month and also look forward to spending
eternity with Jesus and loved ones who have gone before....what a legacy we share.
My prayers are with you as we think of the joy your mother is experiencing!
Betsy Wilson - January 16 at 10:50 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. Ms. Meador was my 11th grade English teacher at
Crescent High School, and her teaching shaped my life. After several detours, I
eventually earned my B.A. in English, and Sally Meador was my inspiration. Prayers
for all of you as you celebrate this blessed life. BTW, it was a thrill to re-connect with
her on Facebook a few years ago.

Steve Maxwell - January 16 at 05:36 PM

