Mrs. Julia Faye Atkinson Abell
January 10, 1925 - December 16, 2020

Julia Faye Atkinson Abell, 95, died peacefully at home Wednesday morning, December
16, 2020, surrounded by her family. She will be dearly missed by her loved ones, who
celebrate the fact that she is now joyfully worshiping in the presence of her Creator.
Julia was the sixth of seven children born into the loving home of the late James Biggers
and Effie Azilee (née Grant) Atkinson, a farmer and homemaker respectively, in the
Armenia community of Chester County on January 10, 1925. She graduated from Chester
High School and treasured the many friendships maintained with classmates throughout
the years.
She married Robert Walker (Bob) Abell, from Lowrys, SC, in 1947 and entered the strange
new world of being a military wife, a role at which she excelled. Moving 17 times, from
places as varied as Panama to Germany, she made each move into an adventure and
had the military wife superpower of making everywhere home. She and Bob had three
daughters, each one born in a different country. The greatest sadness of their life was the
loss of their middle daughter, Faye, who died in 1959 at the age of nine from a congenital
heart defect. Bob died suddenly in 1965, leaving Julia a young widow with two daughters.
In 1967 she married Bob’s widowed brother, Frank Erwin Abell, and made the last move of
her life. Once again, she created a joy-filled and loving home and they were blessed with
a son the following year. They especially enjoyed their annual trips to the beach and
mountains, and attending all the Clemson football games. After Frank developed
Parkinson’s disease she faithfully cared for him until his death in 1984.
Julia was blessed with a large and loving family and enjoyed spending time with her
sisters on their annual beach trip, performing comedy skits with them at family reunions,
hosting family dinners and caring for her grandchildren. But the true center of Julia’s life
was her faith in Jesus and her dedication to Church service. Raised up in the faith at
Armenia Methodist Church, she became a member of Zion Presbyterian Church upon her
marriage. She served in every capacity from WIC president to Sunday School teacher.

She was chairman of the Zion Church Cemetery Association for decades and could often
be seen marking grave locations for the funeral home, placing flags on veteran graves for
Memorial Day, and cleaning up debris after a storm. Having experienced great loss in her
life, including a child and two husbands, she knew the importance of a supportive church
family during bereavement and was a source of great help and comfort to others during
their time of grief.
Julia is survived by two sisters, Catherine Atkinson Brakefield and Nell Atkinson Schulte
Lynch, her children and step-children, Martha Abell Hatcher (Wayne), Edie Abell Cantrell
(Ray), Robert Abell (Amy), Erwin Abell (Becky), and Kathleen Abell Howze; grandchildren
and step-grandchildren, Perrin Wilkinson Gardner (Buck), Wendy Hatcher Bellavance (Al),
Josh Abell, Chris Cantrell (Gina), Cole Abell (of the home), Kaleb McKee, Mark Abell
(Kris), Alice Abell Morgan, Stuart Abell, Mary Fran Abell Crook (Paul), Karen Howze Filter
(Keith) and Russell Howze (Esmeralda); and 18 great-grandchildren and one great-great
granddaughter. She was pre-deceased by her parents, her husbands, Bob and Frank, her
daughter, Faye, brothers Carter and Ralph Atkinson, sisters Edith Atkinson Hall and Mary
Atkinson Sanders, step-daughter Rhetta Abell Wilkinson, grandson Jim Wilkinson, III,
daughter-in-law, Mary White Abell sons-in-law Townes Howze and Jim Wilkinson, Jr., and
a much favored sister-in-law, Francenia Abell Schwartz. She also leaves behind numerous
nieces and nephews who brought great joy into her life and whom she dearly loved.
Visitation and viewing will be at the home, 2196 Old York Road, Lowrys, SC on Friday,
December 18, 2020, from 3:00 pm - 7:00 pm. A graveside service will be at Zion Church
Cemetery, 2421 Cameron Road, Chester, SC at 2:00 pm on Sunday, December 20, 2020.
The family requests that all those attending either event wear facemasks and practice
social distancing. In lieu of flowers,
Memorial contributions may be made to Zion Church Cemetery, ℅ Martha Hatcher, 531
Hatcher’s Hangar, Chester, SC 29706
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.barronfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

Mike Gentry lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Julia Faye Atkinson Abell

Mike Gentry - January 05 at 08:53 AM

“

Yvonne Mobley lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Julia Faye Atkinson Abell

Yvonne Mobley - December 23, 2020 at 09:54 PM

“

Martha and Family I'm so sorry to hear about your Mom passing away. Keeping you
all in my thoughts and prayers. Love Carolyn Jeanes Cothran

Carolyn Jeanes Cothran - December 21, 2020 at 09:53 PM

“

Angie Morrison-Leonard Class Of 86 sent a virtual gift in memory of Mrs. Julia Faye
Atkinson Abell

Angie Morrison-Leonard class of 86 - December 21, 2020 at 07:36 AM

“

Neil Lee lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Julia Faye Atkinson Abell

Neil Lee - December 19, 2020 at 06:44 AM

“

Prayers for the family i meet her when my dad and mama bought the little house they
had for sell and i also got to babysit for robert her son

Angelia Weaver - December 19, 2020 at 02:02 AM

“

Robert, I remember the day I met your Mom at the Pineville mall probably 20 years
ago. Eddie Railey and I ran into each other Christmas shopping (he needed help)
and while walking around we ran into your Mom. He introduced me and we had
some fun on your behalf. I surely liked her a lot. So sorry for your loss. A lovely
woman.you.

David Williamson - December 18, 2020 at 12:48 PM

“

A little typo there friend.
David Williamson - December 18, 2020 at 12:49 PM

“

My sincere sympathy, love and prayers for each family member during this difficult
time. So sorry for your loss. Cherish the wonderful memories of times shared! May
they bring you comfort and peace.

Peggy Billings - December 18, 2020 at 09:25 AM

“

So sorry Robert for the loss of your Mom and Wendy for the loss of your
grandmother. She left quite a legacy and I know you will miss her as well as the rest
of your family. Prayers of comfort said for all of you. Love, Sue Branham

Sue Branham - December 17, 2020 at 08:36 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with the family. Kathleen it has been a long time since I
have seen you but i think of you often. Growing up by Wright's we had some good
times with Townes, Clarkie and Buster.

Ellen Wilson - December 17, 2020 at 02:35 PM

“

Debra McCloud lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Julia Faye Atkinson Abell

Debra McCloud - December 17, 2020 at 01:53 PM

“

Beautiful lady with such a warm heart and the trademark family smile. Whoever
wrote the obituary did a great job.A great tribute to a great lady from a great family in
the greater Armenia, Lowrys Territory.

Jim Fleming - December 17, 2020 at 09:32 AM

“

What a beautiful tribute to such a wonderful lady. Prayers and love to her family!

Brenda Cabrey - December 17, 2020 at 08:54 AM

“

Thoughts and prayers for the family may God give u all peace comfort and strength

Heather White - December 17, 2020 at 08:05 AM

“

Jackie Mobley lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Julia Faye Atkinson Abell

Jackie Mobley - December 17, 2020 at 12:15 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family during this difficult time. May
God bless each of you.

McManus Family - December 16, 2020 at 11:09 PM

“

Kay AndGENE Loving lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Julia Faye Atkinson Abell

Kay andGENE loving - December 16, 2020 at 08:53 PM

“

I’m so sorry for your loss. I remember Julia and her sisters and how they all looked
like my Mom. (Ada Grant Manley). Mom spoke fondly of Julia often.

Carolyn Manley Mathews - December 16, 2020 at 08:24 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear about the loss of your Mother. She was a very dear and
sweet lady. Our thoughts and prayers will be with you all.

Jerry and Elaine Burton - December 16, 2020 at 06:12 PM

“

I will miss you and will always love you

Ray Cantrell (SIL) - December 16, 2020 at 05:55 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Julia she was such a sweet and lovely lady prayers and love
for her family

JohnnRobbie Love - December 16, 2020 at 05:29 PM

“

Kay Hoag lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Julia Faye Atkinson Abell

Kay Hoag - December 16, 2020 at 04:53 PM

“

Edie,
I am so sorry to hear of your loss. May you find peace and comfort in the Lord above.
And may you have many fond memories.

Gail Odell - December 16, 2020 at 04:26 PM

“

Sooo sorry for your loss but just think of it as her spending this Christmas with THE king.
Prayers for you ALL!!!!
sybil weir - December 16, 2020 at 10:00 PM

“

What a wonderful lady. My Aunt Jullia was one of the kindest people I have ever known.
She was the first to serve, and loved unconditionally. May she rejoice with those who have
gone before. God bless her family.
Billy Eargle (son of Francenia Abell Eargle)
Bill Eargle - December 18, 2020 at 03:01 AM

